
Go beyond the school property and
walk down to Butternut Creek. What do
you notice about the land? What
colours do you see? Slow down and
see what you can name. How could we
describe the geography of this area to
someone who has never been here
before? Could any of the descriptive
words be appropriate for the school's
name? 
How do we prepare to talk about
things that are hard to talk about?
Monique Gray Smith in her book,
Speaking Our Truth: A Journey of
Reconciliation, says that we need to
prepare to do this work. It is like
going on a journey – you need to
pack your suitcase.
Watch the video on the renaming
process with your students. 

 

Grade Four - Six

The video is written in three parts
(Who was Sir John A Macdonald,
what was his relationship with
Indigenous People and Why are we
renaming the school). Rewatch each
section and pause. For each section,
ask: What is the message (explicit
information)? How does this
information link to what you already
know from Orange Shirt Day (making
connections)? What vocabulary is
new to you (building unfamiliar
words)? After the closing section:
Where can we turn to find inspiration
for a new name (making
connections)?

 

Grade Five - Six

Go outside and walk the perimeter of the
school. What do you notice about the
land? What can you name (tree names,
grasses, plants, gardens, rocks...)? After
the walk, gather and describe the school
environment to someone who has never
visited your school. Use your descriptive
words. 
Walk to the front foyer. This is where we
welcome people to our school. What do
you do to make someone feel welcome
and included? How do we welcome
people into our classroom? into our play
on the playground? 
Read the book, Spirit Bear: Echoes of the
Past by Cindy Blackstock and explore the
similarities between removing statues of
Sir John A. MacDonald and the renaming
of the school. 
Watch the video on the renaming process
with your students. 

k - Grade Three 
TEACHER
RESOURCE
Renaming of École
Kingston East Elementary
School (EKEES) 

Limestone District School Board’s website 
CBC’s Beyond 94 
The National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation 
Project of Heart 
The Legacy of Hope Foundation 
The Gord Downie and Chanie Wenjack Fund 
The Orange Shirt Day Organization 
The Woodland Cultural Centre

For more information on Sir John A. Macdonald, the
residential school system, and the renaming of École
Kingston East Elementary School, please visit any of
the following resources: 

https://www.limestone.on.ca/
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform-single/beyond-94?&cta=1
https://nctr.ca/
https://projectofheart.ca/
https://legacyofhope.ca/
https://downiewenjack.ca/
https://www.orangeshirtday.org/
https://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/

